[bookmark: _Hlk208436444]Please note that most of the lecture will be held in hungarian language.
You can join if you are interested only in the english lectures, you can register here: https://biboszabadegyetem.org/jelentkezes/



The Future of a Democratic and Just Hungary 
(Two semesters roundtable discussion series)
István Bibó Free University, Central European University, together with the ELTE Institute of Political and International Studies.
(in Hungarian and English)
Course Coordinators
[bookmark: _Hlk206751513]Balázs Majtényi is Head of the Department of Human Rights and Politics and UNESCO Chair in Human Rights and Peace at Eötvös Loránd University, Faculty of Social Sciences, Budapest. He is also a Research Affiliate at CNR-ISGI, Rome, and a human rights activist. His research interests include nation-building, citizenship, and human rights, with a focus on minority, migrant, and refugee protection, as well as academic freedom.
Andrew Ryder is Director of the Institute of Political and International Studies at Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest. Previously, he held academic positions at Corvinus University, Budapest, and at the Universities of Bristol and Birmingham. Ryder has a longstanding history of social justice activism and campaigning, particularly on behalf of Roma communities.

Course Overview
The Hungarian and English language series of roundtable discussions will explore how the future of a democratic and just Hungary can be envisaged. The roundtable discussions will help inform the public debate around Hungary’s future in the run-up to the Hungarian election in April 2026, as well as in its aftermath. Under the premiership of Viktor Orbán, Hungary has attracted great international attention. His brand of authoritarian populism has served as a template for figures such as President Trump in the United States. Hungary has also been criticised for its rule of law violations and is subject to Article 7 proceedings and other EU rule of law mechanisms.
The organisers hope not only to identify practical reforms but also to connect the discussion to broader philosophical debates around the politics of happiness and the Good Society. The search for a fair and equitable society is a longstanding theme in intellectual thought.
[bookmark: _Hlk208436846]The roundtable discussions will reflect on the current situation and seek to map out an alternative vision, exploring what a more open and inclusive Hungary might look like and how inspiration for such a future can already be found both within Hungary and elsewhere in Europe. The central question is whether Hungary is ready and willing to embrace such transformations. A key aim of the lecture series is to address this question.

Course Objectives
In the long term, we hope the Future of Hungary lecture series will help steer the country to reflect upon alternatives to the Orbán system. This will be a difficult process, even in the event of a change of government in 2026, as the legal system and institutions (including academic and cultural institutions) will need to be reconstructed. However, this could be an important experiment in how to rebuild a democracy and give it the strength and resilience to resist future efforts to subvert it.
We learned from the experiences of the democratic transition of 1989–1990 that educating people about the importance of democracy, the rule of law, and fundamental rights is instrumental in fighting against the resilience of authoritarianism. Our discussions will thus explore the potential of education and socio-economic change.
If there is a change of government after sixteen years of FIDESZ–KDNP rule, the process of rebuilding will be challenging, given the opposition’s lack of experience in governance. Some argue that Orbán has created a “deep state” that may be difficult to dismantle. The lecture series will provide insights into these challenges.

Detailed Course Outline

Semester 1
1. [bookmark: _Hlk208474267]How was Orbán able to create an illiberal society? How can democracy be restored in Hungary? How can trust and engagement in democratic institutions be developed? Why was the dismantling of Hungarian democracy so rapid and met with limited resistance? Is it possible to fuse representation, deliberation, and direct democracy? (English) (Participants: Andrew Arató(online), Luca Kristóf, Zoltán Balázs, Jan Werner Müller (online)) 9 October - English 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk209000082][bookmark: _Hlk209000904]How did Orbán feudalize the public sphere? How can the democratic public sphere be restored? A significant portion of the Hungarian media is controlled by the government or its allies. How can the media become free and independent? What role should civil society play? (Participants: Ágota Szentes, Ágnes Urbán) 16 October - Hungarian! 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk208570154][bookmark: _Hlk209000273]How did the Orbán system dismantle the rule of law? How can Hungary comply with the rule of law? How can the independence of the judiciary be strengthened? (Participants: Adrienn Laczó, Gábor Zoltán Szűcs, Ágnes Kovács, Zsolt Körtvélyesi) 6 November - Hungarian!
4. [bookmark: _Hlk209000766]How and why did Hungary become alienated from the EU? How can Hungary be a constructive EU member? There is a growing demand to discipline Hungary by suspending its voting rights in the EU Council for systemic violations of treaties and rule of law obligations. How can Hungary become a reliable member, and what are the benefits? (Participants: Gábor Attila Tóth, Márton Varju, Krisztina Arató) 13 November - Hungarian!
5. How can Hungary be a good member of the international community? NATO has become central to debates around security in an age when the US may no longer be relied upon for European defence. Should Hungary look more to European defence alliances? Can Hungary realistically look to both East and West? Can and should Hungary have a special relationship with the USA? (English) (Participants: Áron Tábor, Kinga Soós) 27 November - Hungarian!
6. [bookmark: _Hlk209001130][bookmark: _Hlk208570228]How and why did Orbán seek to capture academia? How can academic freedom be restored? The establishment of foundation universities and measures directed at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences have weakened university autonomy and academic freedom. What should the role of universities be in a democracy? (English) (Participants: Barbara Franz, László Upor, Eszter Kirs, Zoltán Rónay) 4 December - English
7. How can Hungary nurture an inclusive and civic identity? Orbán has cultivated an exclusionary and insular conception of identity. Yet, some argue there is a historic and cultural precedent for a more fluid and inclusive conception of being Hungarian. (Participants: Krisztina Lajosi-Moore, Margit Feischmidt, Béla Soltész) 11 December – Hungarian!

Outcomes
A wide public debate on Hungary’s future that generates practical ideas, visionary proposals.
A sustained dialogue between academics, practitioners, public figures, and youth, breaking down the traditional barriers of the academic “ivory tower.”
An international exchange of perspectives, enabling debate between Hungarians and people in other countries facing similar democratic and social crises.
Public outputs, including blog articles, videos, and a book published at Palgrave, serve as resources for Hungary and other countries grappling with democratic renewal.
                                                                         
